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Gregory on his death-bed had the satisfaction of thinking that there was at least a promise of better times in store for his country and people. The war, indeed, was not at an end. The Emperor could not recognize the Lombards, nor would the Lombards make concessions to the Empire. The continuance of the fighting, under the circumstances, was inevitable. But its acute stage was past, and the peace which the Pope had striven so hard to obtain was destined to be frequently renewed. And then, again, although it seems fairly certain that at the time of Gregory's death King Agilulf had not himself become a Catholic,1 yet, under the influence of the Pope exerted through Theudelinda, he had shown himself ready to treat his Catholic subjects with tolerance and consideration, and had even permitted his son to be baptized according to the orthodox rite. Such an example could not fail to have its effect upon the chiefs and the people, and the result was that the ill-feeling between invaders and invaded, hitherto embittered by religious differences, began to be more and more softened and allayed. Well might Gregory hope, as he dictated his last letter to the Lombard queen, that the work which he had begun with so much pain would be continued, on yet ampler scale, in the time to come.
In his relations with the Lombards Gregory shows himself in the character alike of a peacemaker and a patriot. Through all the weary years of his pontificate peace was the great desire of his heart. To secure this he laboured incessantly. Undaunted by Lombard treachery or Roman coldness, he pressed both friend and foe with ceaseless solicitations until his purpose was achieved. Yet, eager though he was for peace, Gregory was not disposed to purchase it by ignoble concessions. He would not break faith with the Emperor, though the Emperor rewarded his patriotic efforts with ingratitude and insult; nor would he yield to a barbarian master the city which
1 Paul, indeed, says: " Hums (Theudelindae) salubri supplicatione rex permotus et Catholicam fidem tenuit et multas possessiones ecclesiae Christ! largitus est, atque episcopos, qui in depressioiie et abiectione erant, ad dignitatis solitae honoreni reduxit" (Hist. Lang. iv. 6). Yet the silence of Gregory, and the letter of Columban to Boniface IV (Epp. 5), in which Agilulf is represented as being willing to believe as the orthodox if the question of the Three Chapters could be satisfactorily s ettled, seern to prove that the statement of Paul is unfounded.